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Would you suffer and die for Christ? “When the Church does not feel pain with those that are
part of them, the Church’s nerves … become dead.” Sabina Wurmbrand, Co-founder of The
Voice of the Martyrs In 1563, John Foxe began writing a book in tribute to Christian martyrs,
beginning with Stephen, the first believer who died for the cause of Christ. Foxe’s original work
ended with the martyrs of his own day—those who were killed during the reign of “Bloody Mary.”
He wanted the Church to remember the martyrs, for he knew that the blood of the martyrs truly is
the seed of the Church.Martyrdom is not a thing of the past. The Christian Church continues to
endure great persecution in many places around the world. In fact, more Christians were
affected by persecution, including martyrdom, during the twentieth century than in all previous
centuries combined. Listen to the cries of the martyrs, and let their faith, courage, and love touch
your life.This classic work will stir you, challenge you, and inspire you to surrender everything to
Christ. It will greatly build your faith.

About the AuthorJohn Foxe (1516–1587), born at Boston, Lincolnshire, England, was a devout
and scholarly boy. He attended Brasenose College, Oxford and then Magdalen College where
he held a fellowship for seven years. While a student, Foxe became known for his scholarly
wisdom and piety and could have led a quiet and successful life; becoming aware of certain
spiritual truths, however, Foxe embraced Protestantism. In 1545, he resigned his fellowship at
the university and become a tutor for the Lucy family of Warwickshire. Shortly thereafter, he
married Agnes Randall of Conventry. John Foxe worked for the Reformation, writing tracts and
beginning his famous history of the persecutions and martyrdoms in England from John Wycliffe
through the early 1500s. When staunch Roman Catholic Queen Mary took the throne in 1553,
Foxe and his family fled England for the continent in fear for their lives. There he continued
working on his manuscript, which was eventually published in 1563 as The Acts and Monuments
of These Latter and Perilous Days. Foxe continued laboring on his work until his death in 1587. --
This text refers to the paperback edition.
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MaterialFOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRSI cannot remember a time when Foxe’s Book of Martyrs
was not on a shelf in my father’s home. I was taught to read it very early in my Christian life, and it
made a lasting impression on me. I am thrilled that Bridge-Logos is making it available in a
modern English version. I highly recommend that all believers read this important work.Dr.
Judson CornwallThis book challenges the individual to radical commitment to Jesus, by
providing examples from history of people who gave much, including their lives for their faith in
God. May we all be inspired by their testimonies. May we give our lives to extending the kingdom
of Almighty God. Let this book ignite your passion!Dr. Mark Virkler, President Christian
Leadership UniversityFor centuries we have enjoyed the benefits of Christianity, often forgetting
the countless courageous believers who laid down their lives for the cause. It has been the blood
of these precious saints of Christ that has watered the fields of harvest, accelerating the growth
of Christianity around the world. But, amazingly, as a new century dawns, the persecution of
believers globally is greater today than ever before.That’s why I commend The New Foxe’s Book



of Martyrs, the updated and revised edition of an ageless classic. With numerous stories of
recent martyrs, photos, expanded historical information ... I believe this work, more than ever,
remains one of history’s greatest reminders that Christ’s body ultimately will triumph.Dick
Eastman President of Every Home for ChristINTRODUCTION TO JOHN FOXE AND HIS
BOOKJohn Foxe was born at Boston in Lincolnshire county, England, in 1516. He died on April
18, 1587. This work, for which he is famous, was first published in English in 1563 under the title,
Acts and Monuments of These Latter and Perillous Dayes, but it became known almost
immediately as the Book of Martyrs. Over the years it has gone through many editions, and also
many versions as others added to Foxe’s work. Although the book’s popularity decreased
somewhat in the 19th century, it has rebounded in recent years as even non-Christians have
come to realize that it contains much information about 16th-century England that is not
available elsewhere. So much information, in fact, that when William Shakespeare wrote his play,
The Life of King Henry VIII, in about the year 1613, he relied upon Raphael Holinshed’s
Chronicles (1577) for his material, and John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.John Foxe did not write his
book for historians, however, he wrote it to document the persecution against Christ’s Church by
pagans and by those who called themselves Christians but were not. It’s a book about God’s
grace and Christian faithfulness. It’s a spiritual book of the highest order, and its historical
information is only there to set the times, the people and places, and the circumstances. For
over four-hundred years Foxe’s book has endured as a memorial to the martyrs, and a legacy of
inspiration and courage to the true Church of Christ.Without question the book began in Foxe’s
mind when he was at Magdalen College at Oxford University, where he held a fellowship for
seven years. He had first been sent by his parents to Brasenose College at the University when
he was sixteen. During that time Reformation doctrines were strong throughout Oxford and
Cambridge Universities, and Foxe was highly influenced by them. He began intensive study of
the Scriptures and began to question the doctrines and practices of the Roman church. Before
long he was an affirmed Protestant and nothing ever turned him from that path. This so changed
his conduct that before long suspicions began to arise about his allegiance to the Church of
Rome. Then it was reported that Foxe was taking solitary walks in the evening and could be
heard sobbing and pouring out prayers to God. When questioned about this practice, he openly
stated his new religious opinions, and was almost immediately expelled from the college as a
confirmed heretic.Foxe’s friends found him employment as tutor to the children of Sir Thomas
Lucy of Warwickshire, whose house was just a short distance from Stratford-on-Avon where
Shakespeare was born in 1564. While there Foxe met and married Agnes Randall of Coventry,
who shared his beliefs in Jesus Christ and His completed work. About that time the pope’s
inquisitors began to delve into the religious affairs of private families. So Foxe and his wife left
the Lucy household to stay at her father’s house in Coventry, even though Mr. Randall, in reply to
a letter Foxe sent him, had written, “it seems to me a difficult thing to take a person into my
house who I know is guilty and condemned for a capital offense. And I am not ignorant of the
hazard I will undergo by so doing. I will, however, show myself a kinsman, and neglect my own



danger. If you should change your mind about your beliefs, you may come and stay as long as
you like. If you cannot be persuaded to do that, however, you will have to be content with a
shorter stay, and not bring me and my wife into danger.” Foxe accepted the conditions,
especially after his mother-in-law wrote him not to fear her husband’s severity, that he wrote that
way because he felt that he needed to, but his actions would more than make up for it. In fact,
Foxe was better received by both of them than he hoped to be.By this means and others, Foxe
kept himself concealed for some time from the papist inquisitors. This continued from the reign
of King Henry VIII, through the open and peaceful days of Edward VI, and into the reign of
Queen Mary I, who brought back into England all of the Roman Catholic doctrines and the
pope’s power. Knowing then what was to happen, Foxe and his family left England and traveled
first to Strasbourg, France, then to Frankfurt, Germany, and then to Basel, Switzerland. There he
found a number of English refugees who had fled England to avoid the cruelty of the
persecutors, and there began work on his now famous book. When it was noised abroad that he
was working on such a book, many who had been persecuted, or witnessed persecutions, in
various countries, including England, sent him their stories.Queen Elizabeth I ascended to
England’s throne in 1558, and in 1559 Foxe and his family left Basel and returned to England.
He there expanded his book through to Archbishop Cranmer’s death in 1556 and published his
English edition in 1563. Because his book was highly criticized as having many inaccuracies,
Foxe continued to revise his material for the next seven years, checking closely the details and
accounts of persecutions that had been reported to him from England. In 1570 he published a
corrected and greatly improved second edition titled, Ecclesiastical History, Contayning the
Actes and Monuments of Things Passed in Every Kynges Tyme. That same year, the Anglican
Convocation ordered this edition to be placed in every collegiate church in England.Although
Foxe was ordained an Anglican priest in 1560, soon after he returned from Switzerland, he
refused all church offices because he was now a staunch Puritan. He did, however, continue to
preach and publish his sermons so that many could benefit by them.Even though the recent
recollection of the persecutions under “Bloody Mary” put more bitterness into his writing than he
may have realized, Foxe himself was the most conciliatory of men, and while he heartily
disowned the Roman Church into which he had been born and raised, he was one of the first to
attempt to bring harmony among the Protestants in England. He was truly a messenger of
toleration and reconciliation.When the plague broke out in England in 1563, and many ministers
left their duties to go where they were safe from it, Fox remained at his post to help the sick and
friendless and distribute the money the wealthy gave to him for their aid. He was tolerant and
open-hearted and could not refuse help to anyone who asked for it in the name of Christ. While
he was able, he did all he could to influence Queen Elizabeth to confirm her intention to no
longer continue the cruel practice of executing those of opposing religious views. She respected
Foxe highly and often referred to him as “Our Father Foxe,” and yet he wasn’t able to stop her
from driving the Puritans underground for their continual pressure on her to make extensive
changes in the Church of England.Before he died in 1587, John Foxe had the joy of seeing the



fruits of his labor come to pass. His book went through four large editions, and the Council of
Bishops ordered it placed in every cathedral church in England. Like the Bible, it was often
chained to the pulpit so that over-zealous readers would not take it as their own.Eventually there
came a time, not only in England but all over the English-speaking world, when a home wasn’t
considered to be Christian unless it openly displayed a Bible and Foxe’s Book of
Martyrs.FOREWORD TO THE NEW FOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRSOriginal sentence in Foxe’s
Book of Martyrs: “But because there were put to no fewer green faggots than two horses could
carry upon their backs, it kindled not by and by, and was a pretty while also before it took the
reeds upon the faggots.”New sentence in The New Foxe’s Book of Martyrs: “But too many green
*faggots had been used, almost as many as two horses could carry, and it took some time for
the reeds to ignite the faggots.”When John Foxe wrote his Book of Martyrs during the
mid-1500s, persecution of Christians was in full fury throughout Europe. Most of the stories in his
book were not from times past, but from events swirling around him everywhere. Many of the
events he undoubtedly witnessed himself, like a newspaper reporter today. Other stories were
sent to him by Christians who had been persecuted themselves or who had witnessed the
persecution and martyrdom of others. They were living in some of the most turbulent times in
history and in Christendom. During those times, religion was the force that determined the
destiny of their countries and controlled their lives. Few were unaffected by its benefits when it
was benevolent and of God, and few escaped its wrath when it was malevolent and of the
devil.Because Foxe wrote about current events, as did those who followed him and added to his
book, he did not explain or define those things that were common knowledge to all, or go into
details about the persons and places he wrote about, especially in England, because most of
the people of his day were familiar with them. He did not, for example, explain what a* Halberd
was, or a * pike, or* faggots, or procedure for burning a person, or where *Smithfield was and
what it was notorious for, or about *Fleet Prison, or about the many wives of King Henry VIII, or
about Archbishop Thomas Cranmer’s participation in Henry’s marriages and divorces. Nor did
he explain the intrigues of the social and religious politics of his day that so affected Christianity
—perhaps because he did not know what they were, or because he did not consider them
important, or more likely, because only history can look back and see the effects in their proper
perspective. In many cases we know more about those things today than Foxe could have in his
day, simply because we have the accumulated historical data that enables us to look back over
many dates and events, people and places, and see their relationships and interaction.Foxe
wrote his book in Middle-English, the language of his day. It’s putting it mildly to say that Middle-
English is a difficult language for us to understand. We no longer use words like abscond, assoil,
belike, bethinking, bruit, ambassage, and eftsoons. Also, many of the words that we still use
today don’t mean what they did in Foxe’s day, such as discover, which meant “to reveal or
expose.” And to exorcise someone meant to give them a demon, not deliver them from one.
There is also the problem of sentence construction and length. Semicolons and commas were in
popular use in Foxe’s time, and a creative writer could maintain a sentence for well over a



hundred words, and go off in several directions before blessing the reader with a period. Since
we normally don’t think about what a sentence means until we reach the period, long, complex,
sentences are difficult for us to understand—and virtually impossible to understand when
combined with Middle-English language.In The New Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, we have removed
unknown Middle-English words, untwisted the sentences, and rewritten everything in modern
American English. Most of the Middle-English words that were taken out are in Appendix A
along with the modern words or expressions that best fit Foxe’s context. In some cases, no
definition for a word could be found in current dictionaries, and so the context alone guided the
translation. Where the Middle-English word seemed the most suitable for the context, and there
was a clear definition available, the original word was left but preceded by an asterisk and the
definition included in Appendix A. This was also done with words that are still in use but not
commonly known, such as certain ecclesiastical words. An asterisk also precedes questionable
dates and spelling of names. Plus names of persons, places, organizations, and other items, for
which additional information is provided are preceded with an asterisk. Occasionally, remarks or
words are inserted in the text to clarify a statment—when done, the remark or word was
enclosed in brackets [like these] to show it’s an editorial comment.Because certain people and
places were often mentioned by Foxe, and people and their positions often changed,
appendixes are included that list the popes, the kings and queens of England, and the colleges
at Cambridge and Oxford universities during the times covered by Foxe’s book. There is also an
appendix containing Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses, which he nailed to the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, and there is an “Index of Persons and Places” for your convenience and
research.Rewriting and updating Foxe’s book has not been an easy task, mentally, emotionally,
or physically, and it has been highly personal—I worked as much with my heart as with my head.
To translate the language and the times properly, I tried to sit in Foxe’s chair and imagine him as
he was when he wrote. I tried to live in the times, places, and culture where the events took
place, and I tried to suffer the persecution, torture, and burning of the martyrs. I was their scribe
in freedom and in prison, in life and in death. A scribe who could only watch and listen and
record the events as they unfolded, but who could not intervene.I wish I could have told John
Huss that Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund was not going to uphold his guarantee of safe
conduct. I wish I could have warned William Tyndale that the man he had so quickly befriended
was a Judas sent to betray him. And I still wonder what King Henry of Navarre did to escape
being killed during the St. Bartholomew Day massacre when almost every Huguenot in Paris
was slaughtered.When they burned John Lambert and held him up out of the fire with their
halberds so that he would burn more slowly I sat at my computer and wept. And when John
Hauker raised his flaming hands over his head and clapped them together three times I rejoiced
at the amazing grace of God. Just as I did when that same grace returned a repentant
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer to the truth of Christ, and when it gave Mary Dyer the strength to
return to Boston to give her life fighting an unjust Puritan law against the Quakers.Most of all, I
marveled at the steadfast faithfulness of so many men, women, and children who rejoiced that



they were counted worthy to suffer for their Lord, and whose sufferings and deaths gave witness
and strength to the true Church of Christ. Their stories continue to haunt me, as I ask this
question: Could we, with our soft and self-serving modern Christianity, follow their examples of
such courage and love for Christ that we would suffer being tortured, mutilated, and burned alive
rather than recant our faith in Him?There are thousands of Christians around the world today
that answer with a resounding “Yes!”But what is your answer to that question?Harold J.
ChadwickAddendumOn the afternoon of the last day of preparing the New Foxe’s Book of
Martyrs for printing, July 22, 1997, it was announced that the U.S. State Department had just
released an 86-page Religious Freedom Report that assessed our countries policies in support
of religious freedom around the world, with a special emphasis on the persecution of Christians.
The report examines specifically the treatment of Christian believers in 78 countries.In the
report, China was accused of violating constitutional pledges of religious freedom by putting all
religious activity under government control. It said that the Chinese constitution stated that
citizens “enjoy freedom of religious belief,” but that “the Government of China has sought to
restrict all actual religious practice to government-authorized religious organizations and
registered places of worship.”Foreword To New Updated EditionWhat many U.S. Christians fail
to realize is that when Asians convert to Christ it requires enormous courage. Converts typically
are ostracized by family and neighbors—and often targeted for persecution. Over the last six
months, Chinese communists have demolished some 1,500 houses of worship—most of them
Christian—whose members refused to accept direction from the state. In officially secular India,
scores of Christians have been murdered and their churches trashed since the rise of militant
Hindu groups. On Christmas Eve, churches in nine Indonesian cities were bombed, killing at
least 18 believers and wounding 100 more. An additional 90 Christians were murdered for
refusing to convert to Islam, and some 600 more are still being forcibly detained on the island of
Kasiui.In India, where Graham Staines and his two young sons, Philip and Timothy, were burned
to death in their jeep by a raging mob of Hindus on January 23, 1999, the Indian Home Minister
stated soon after that attacks on Christians were on the increase. In a report to the upper house
of the Parliament, he said: “A total of 116 incidents of attacks on Christians including five killings
were reported across the country since January 1998.”On June 20, 2000, Muslim warriors
attacked the village of Duma in the Maluku islands, Indonesia, and slaughtered more than 100
Christians. Since 1995, more than 500 Christian churches in Indonesia have been burned.In
January of this year, 2001, Mullah Mohammed Omar, spiritual leader of the Taliban militia in
Afghanistan, issued an edict stating a penalty of death for any Muslim who converts to
Christianity. There are currently no known Christians in Afghanistan.Even as I am writing this,
additional news is being received of new violence against Christians in Indonesia and other
countries. It is difficult to stay up to date with the persecution.VOM News—May 17, 2001—
Muslims Again Attacking Churches in Indonesia—Following a lull of several months, radical
Muslim mobs are once again attacking Christians and their churches in Indonesia. Poso, a
Central Sulawesi Island, has been a hotbed of anti-Christian activity. During the four days of April



9 to 12, three church buildings and more than a dozen Christian homes were burned. In
retaliation, Christians burned an abandoned Muslim school. The following day, Muslims set fire
to an additional 13 Christian homes.On April 22, a mob of several hundred Muslims burst into
the Oikumene Christian Church during services. Three policemen arrived and prevented the
mob from burning the church. At the Elim church, an angry Muslim mob arrived early in the
morning and began throwing stones at the building—nothing was done to prevent the attack.
Later that day, they returned and burned the church to the ground.On April 23, Muslims
destroyed at least five Christian homes. Another church in Central Jakarta under renovation from
a previous burning was destroyed in April. Meanwhile, more than 21,000 radical Muslim troops
are reportedly poised to wage jihad (holy war) in the Muluku and North Muluku
Islands.Obviously, this updated edition of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs is not intended to be a
comprehensive report on the thousands of incidences of persecution and hundreds of deaths of
Christians since the publication of the first edition in 1997. No single book could contain a record
of the multitude of persecutions and atrocities of every imaginable kind that are committed
against Christians throughout the world in any given year. Indeed, many of those that are
committed are never reported because of threats and fears of greater persecution and
violence.The intent of this updated edition is to bring to the attention and hearts of its readers
the inescapable fact that many of their brothers and sisters in Christ around the world are being
persecuted even this day. Since all Christians are part of the mystical body of Christ, to
persecute them is to persecute us—and to persecute Christ Himself. When they suffer, we
suffer. When they cry, we cry. Thus our prayers and our help, in whatever form we can give it,
should constantly go out to them.This updated edition contains stories of persecution up to 2001
—so it now covers a period of 1966 years, starting from the time of the death of Stephen, the
first martyr, in A.D.35. The Index has been updated to include these new stories.There are 13
new photographs in this new edition. Some of them so horrifying in their brutality that you want to
turn away from them. But they are pictures of our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering
for their faith in our Lord, and should be viewed with open hearts that cry for their pains and that
send prayers rising to the throne of God for them.After spending fourteen years in Romanian
prisons, Richard Wurmbrand and his wife, Sabina founded The Voice of the Martyrs to minister
to the persecuted Church. At Pastor Wurmbrand’s 90th birthday party, Sabina Wurmbrand
shared a most marvelous truth that all Christians should think deeply upon.“Leprosy is a disease
without pain. No remedy is found because the nerves don’t work. Lepers lose their fingers and
toes in accidents because they cannot feel any pain ... When the Church does not feel pain with
those that are part of them, the Church’s nerves also become dead. Then the Church loses parts
of its body. It loses power to touch souls. The Church loses its credibility before the world. On the
other side, the suffering Church gives the whole Church strength to fight for Christ. Suffering
makes the soul to cry out and look for help, to draw strength from the source of help—Jesus
Christ.”I want to give special thanks to The Voice of the Martyrs for their great help in gathering
these new stories and for giving us permission to use the photographs of Kamerino, Mila



Wenno, Dominggus Kenjam, Abuk, Rose, Marina, and Emiliana—and for the updated Prayer
Map. VOM is a blessing to persecuted Christians all over the world. No finer Christians can be
found anywhere. If you wish to contact them, their telephone number is 800-747-0085, and their
e-mail address They also have a Web site atI also want to express our thanks to Gospel
Literature Service Publishing for their permission to print the photographs of Graham Staines
and his family, their burned out jeep, and the burned church in India, from their book, Burnt Alive.
Also for the information about the Staines that was obtained from the book. Their Web site is at
You may purchase the book from their site.I pray that as this updated edition of the New Foxe’s
Book of Martyrs goes forth, it will encourage and motivate you to stand fast with your persecuted
brothers and sisters in Christ all over the world, and to lift them up daily in your prayers to their
Lord and yours.Harold J. ChadwickSECTION ONETHE FIRST SIXTEEN CENTURIES1THE
FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYRSIn Matthew 16:18, it is recorded that Jesus told His disciples, “I
will build My church, and the gates of hell [Hades] shall not prevail against it.”Three major points
can be noted in Jesus’ words:1. Christ will have a Church in this world;2. His Church will be
mightily attacked;3. None of the devil’s attacks will destroy it.Looking back through the history of
the Church, we can see that Jesus’ words have been fulfilled in every century—its glorious
history verifies His words. First, that there is a true Church of Christ in this world is without
question. Second, every level of secular and religious leaders and their subjects have publicly
and forcefully, with every cunning and deceitful means at their disposal, *denounced and
persecuted that true Church. Third, that Church has endured and held its testimony of Christ
through every attack brought against it. Its passage through the storms caused by violent anger
and hate has been glorious to see, and much of its history is written in this book so that the
wonderful works of God might be to Christ’s glory and that the knowledge of the experiences of
the Church’s martyrs might have a beneficial effect upon its readers and strengthen their
Christian faith.JesusThe first to suffer for the Church was Jesus Himself—not a martyr, of
course, but the inspiration and source of all martyrdom. The story of His suffering and crucifixion
is so well told in the Holy Scriptures that we have no need to document it here. It’s enough to say
that His subsequent resurrection defeated the intent of the Jews and gave fresh courage and
new direction to the hearts of His disciples. And after they received the power of the Holy Spirit
on the Day of Pentecost, they were further filled with the confidence and boldness they needed
to proclaim His name. This new confidence and boldness completely confused the Jewish rulers
and astonished all who heard them.StephenThe second person to suffer and die for the Church
was Stephen, whose name means “crown” (Acts 6-8). He was martyred because of the faithful
way in which he proclaimed the Gospel to those who had killed Jesus. They became so enraged
at what he said to them that they drove him out of the city and stoned him to death. Stephen’s
martyrdom came about eight years after His Lord’s crucifixion, which would place his death in
the year A.D.35, since it is supposed that Jesus was actually born in 6B.C., about two years
before Herod the Great died in 4B.C. (see Matthew 2:16).The same hate generated against
Stephen apparently brought great persecution to all who professed faith in Christ as the



Messiah. Luke writes, “At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles.” (Acts 8:1). During that time, about two thousand Christians were martyred, including
Nicanor, who was one of the seven deacons appointed by the Church (Acts 6:5).JamesJames
the son of Zebedee and Salome was the elder brother of the Apostle John. He was the first of
the twelve apostles to be martyred (Acts 12:2). He was executed about A.D.44 by order of King
Herod Agrippa I of Judea. His martyrdom may have been a fulfillment of what Jesus foretold
about him and his brother John (Mark 10:39).The eminent writer, Clemens Alexandrinus, wrote
that when James was being led to his execution, his extraordinary courage impressed one of his
captorsto such a degree that he fell on his knees before the apostle, asked his forgiveness, and
confessed that he was a Christian too. He said that James should not die alone, whereupon they
were both beheaded.About the same time, Timon and Parmenas, two of the seven deacons,
were executed—one in Philippi and the other in Macedonia.Exactly ten years later, in A.D.54,
the Apostle Philip is said to have been scourged, thrown into prison, and then crucified at
Hierapolis in Phrygia.MatthewLittle is known about the Apostle Matthew’s later life and the time
and manner of his death, but legendary accounts say that he traveled to Ethiopia where he
became associated with Candace (see Acts 8:27). Some writings say he was pinned to the
ground and beheaded with a *halberd in the city of Nadabah (or Naddayar), Ethiopia, in circa
A.D.60.James (the Less)This James was the brother of Jesus and the writer of the epistle. He
seems to have been leader of the Church at Jerusalem (see Acts 12:17; 15:13-29;21:18-24).
The exact time and manner of his death is not certain, although it’s believed to be about A.D.66.
According to Flavius Josephus, the Jewish historian, the high priest Ananus ordered James
killed by stoning. But Hegesippus, an early Christian writer, quoted by the third-century Christian
historian Eusebius, says James was cast down from the Temple tower. This version of his death
further states that he was not killed by the fall, and so his head was smashed in with a fuller’s
club, which may have been a club used to beat clothing, or a hammer used by
blacksmiths.MatthiasElected to fill the vacant place of Judas, almost nothing is known about
him. It is said he was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded.AndrewAndrew was the brother
of Peter (Matthew 4:18). Tradition says he preached the Gospel to many Asiatic nations and was
martyred in Edessa by being crucified on an X-shaped cross, which came to be know as St.
Andrew’s Cross.MarkLittle is known about Mark except what is written in the New Testament
about him. After Paul’s mention of him in 2 Timothy 4:11, he disappears from view. Tradition says
he was dragged to pieces by the people of Alexandria when he spoke out against a solemn
ceremony for their idol Serapis.PeterThe only account that we have of the martyrdom of the
Apostle Peter is from the early Christian writer Hegesippus. His account includes a miraculous
appearance by Christ. When Peter was old (John 21:18), Nero planned to put him to death.
When the disciples heard of this, they begged Peter to flee the city [said to be Rome], which he
did. But when he got to the city gate, he saw Christ walking toward him. Peter fell to his knees
and said, “Lord, where are you going?” Christ answered, “I’ve come to be crucified again.” By



this, Peter understood that it was his time to suffer the death of Jesus which would glorify God
(John 21:19). So he went back to the city. After being captured and taken to his place of
martyrdom, he requested that he be crucified in an upside down position because he did not
consider himself worthy to be crucified in the same position as his Lord.PaulThe Apostle Paul
was imprisoned in Rome in A.D.61, and there wrote his prison Epistles: Ephesians, Philippians,
and Colossians. His imprisonment ended approximately three years later during the year that
Rome burned, which was in May, A.D.64 (see Acts 28:30). During his brief freedom, Paul may
have visited western and eastern Europe and Asia Minor—he also wrote his first Epistle to
Timothy and his Epistle to Titus.At first, Nero was blamed for setting fire to Rome, so to direct the
blame away from himself he blamed the Christians. As a result, a fierce persecution broke out
against them. During it, Paul was arrested and put back into prison in Rome. While in prison this
second time he wrote his second letter to Timothy. It was his last.Not long after, he was judged
guilty of crimes against the Emperor and condemned to death. He was taken to the execution
block and beheaded. It was A.D.66, just four years before Jerusalem fell.JudeThe brother of
James, he was crucified at Edessa, an ancient city of Mesopotamia, about
A.D.72.BartholomewTradition says he preached in several countries, then translated the Gospel
of Matthew into the language of East-Indian and taught it in that country. His pagan enemies
cruelly beat and crucified him.ThomasThomas preached the Gospel in Persia, Parthia, and
India. In Calamina, India, he was tortured by angry pagans, run through with spears, and thrown
into the flames of an oven.LukeLuke was a Gentile, possibly Greek. It’s not known as to when or
how he was converted. He was a physician in Troas and probably converted there by Paul,
especially since it was at Troas that he attached himself to Paul’s party and started traveling with
them. Notice in Acts 16:8-10, that it is at Troas that Luke switches from “they” to “we” in his text
—“And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night;
There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help
us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia,
assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel unto them.”Luke went with
Paul to Philippi, but was not imprisoned with him and did not travel with him after his release. He
apparently made Philippi his home and stayed for some time. It’s not until Paul’s visit to Philippi
(Acts 20:5-6) about seven years later, that we again meet with Luke. From this time he again
traveled with Paul and stayed with him during his journey to Jerusalem (Acts 20:6-21:18). But he
disappears once more during Paul’s imprisonment at Jerusalem and Caesarea, and only shows
up again when Paul starts for Rome (Acts 27:1). He then stayed with Paul through his first
imprisonment (Philemon 1:24; Colossians 4:14). Many Bible scholars believe that Luke wrote his
Gospel and Acts while in Rome with Paul during this time. During Paul’s second imprisonment,
Luke apparently stayed nearby or with Paul, because just before his martyrdom, Paul wrote to
Timothy and said, “only Luke is with me” (2 Timothy 4:11).After Paul’s death, Luke apparently
continued to evangelize as he had learned to do with Paul. Exactly when and how he died is
unknown. One ancient source states, “He served the Lord without distraction, having neither



wife nor children, and at the age of eighty-four he fell asleep in Boeatia (place unknown), full of
the Holy Spirit.” Another early source says that he went to Greece to evangelize, and was there
martyred by being hung from an olive tree in Athens in A.D.93.JohnThe Apostle John, brother of
James, is credited with founding the seven churches of Revelation: Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis,
Philadelphia, Laodicea, Thyatira, and Ephesus. It was from Ephesus, it is said, that he was
arrested and sent to Rome where he was cast into a large vessel filled with boiling oil that did not
harm him. As a result, he was released and banished by the Emperor Domitian to the Isle of
Patmos, where he wrote the Book of Revelation. After being released from Patmos he returned
to Ephesus where he died about A.D.98. He was the only apostle to escape a violent death.Even
with all the continual persecutions and violent deaths, the Lord added to the Church daily. The
Church was now deeply rooted in the doctrine of the apostles and watered abundantly with the
blood of saints. She was prepared for the cruel persecutions that were to come.2THE
BEGINNING OF GENERAL PERSECUTIONS AGAINST THE CHURCH (A.D.54-304)The first
persecution, under Emperor Nero (A.D.54-68)Nero was the sixth emperor of Rome and reigned
for fifteen years. He was a paradox—a man of great creativity combined with a vicious temper
and extreme cruelty. It is said by many that it was Nero who ordered Rome to be burned and
then blamed it on the Christians to turn the wrath of Rome’s citizens away from himself. Others
say he was not in Rome when it burned. Whichever way it was, Christians were blamed for the
fire that lasted nine days, and during which the hunt for Christians increased and became a
dreadful persecution that lasted for the rest of Nero’s reign.The barbarous acts against the
Christians were worse than any they had previously endured, especially those committed by
Nero. Only a Satan-inspired imagination could have conceived them. Some Christians were
sewn inside skins of wild animals and torn at by fierce dogs. Shirts stiff with wax were put on
others, and they were then tied to poles in Nero’s garden and set on fire to provide light for his
parties.This cruel persecution spread throughout the Roman Empire, but it only succeeded in
strengthening the spirit of Christianity rather than killing it. Along with Paul and Peter, several of
the seventy appointed by Jesus (Luke 10:1) were martyred, also. Among them were Erastus,
treasurer of Corinth (Romans 16:23); Aristarchus the Macedonian (Acts 19:29); Trophimus the
Ephesian (Acts 21:29); Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus (Acts 1:23); and Ananias, bishop
of Damascus, whom the Lord sent to Saul (Acts 9:10).The second persecution, under Emperor
Domitian (A.D.81-96)Domitian was a cruel person who killed his own brother and brought the
second persecution against Christians. In his hatred, Domitian issued an order “That no
Christian, once brought before the tribunal, should be exempted from punishment without
renouncing his religion.”Numerous lies were made up during this time to harm the Christians,
some so outrageous that only unthinking hate could believe them—such as the Christians were
responsible for every famine, epidemic, or earthquake that afflicted any part of the Roman
empire. Money was offered to those who would testify against the Christians, and many innocent
people were slaughtered for financial gain. When Christians were brought before Domitian’s
council, they were told that if they swore an oath of allegiance to him they would be set free.



Those who refused to take the oath were killed.The martyr during this time with whom we are
most familiar was Timothy, who was the celebrated disciple of the Apostle Paul and overseer of
the Church in Ephesus until A.D.97. In that year, the Ephesian pagans were celebrating a feast
called “Catagogion.” When Timothy saw their pagan procession, he blocked their way and
severely rebuked them for their idolatry. His holy boldness angered the pagans and they
attacked him with clubs and beat him so badly that he died of his injuries two days later.The third
persecution, under Emperor Trajan (A.D.98-117)In the third persecution, Pliny, known as “the
Younger,” a Roman consul and writer, took pity on the persecuted Christians and wrote to Trajan,
assuring him that there were many of them put to death daily who had not done anything
contrary to Roman laws. In his letter, he said:The whole account they gave of their crime or error
(whichever it is to be called) amounted only to this: namely, that they were accustomed on a
stated day to meet before daylight, and to repeat together a set form of prayer to Christ as a
God, and to bind themselves by an obligation, not indeed to commit wickedness; but, on the
contrary, never to commit theft, robbery, or adultery, never to falsify their word, never to defraud
any man: after which it was their custom to separate, and reassemble to partake in common of a
harmless meal.The degree to which Pliny’s letter lessened the persecution, if at all, is not
recorded.During this persecution, in the year A.D.110, Ignatius (see figure 8), who was the
overseer of the Church in Antioch, the capital of Syria, where the disciples were first called
Christians (Acts 11:26), was sent to Rome because he professed and taught Christ. It’s said that
when he passed through Asia, even though guarded by soldiers, he preached the Word of God
in every city they traveled through and encouraged and strengthened the churches. While in
Smyrna, he wrote to the Church at Rome and appealed to them not to try to deliver him from
martyrdom, because they would deprive him of that which he most longed and hoped for. He
wrote:Now I begin to be a disciple. I care for nothing of visible or invisible things so that I may but
win Christ. Let fire and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and
tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon
me; be it so, only may I win Christ Jesus.Even when he was sentenced to be fed to lions and
could hear their roaring, he was filled with such desire to suffer for Christ (see Acts 5:41) that he
said, “I am the wheat of Christ: I am going to be ground with the teeth of wild beasts that I may
be found pure bread.”Emperor AdrianTrajan was succeeded by Adrian, who continued this third
persecution with as much cruelty as his predecessor. About ten thousand Christians were
martyred during his reign. Many were crowned with thorns, crucified, and had spears thrust into
their sides in cruel imitation of Jesus’ death.Eustachius, a successful and brave Roman
commander, was ordered to join in an idolatrous sacrifice to celebrate his victories, but his heart-
faith in Christ was so much greater than his vanity that he refused. Enraged at this, Adrian forgot
Eustachius’s noble service to Rome and had him and his entire family martyred.Two brothers,
Fausines and Jovita, bore their tortures with such patience that a pagan named Calocerius was
so struck with admiration that he cried out in a kind of ecstasy, “Great is the God of the
Christians!” For this, he was immediately arrested and put to the same tortures.The relentless



persecutions against the Christians continued until Quadratus, who was overseer of Athens,
made a scholarly defense in their favor before the emperor, who was in Athens for a visit. At the
same time, Aristides, a philosopher in the city, wrote an elegant epistle to the emperor, also in
their favor. These combined to cause Adrian to become more lenient and relax his
persecution.Adrian died in A.D.138, and was succeeded by Antoninus Pius. Emperor Pius was
one of the most amiable monarchs that ever reigned, and stopped all persecutions against the
Christians.The fourth persecution, under Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
(A.D.162-180)Marcus Aurelius was a philosopher, and wrote Meditations, a classic work of
stoicism, which is an indifference to pleasure or pain. He was also fierce and merciless toward
Christians and responsible for the fourth general persecution against them.The cruelties against
Christians in this persecution were so inhuman that many of those who watched them
shuddered with horror, and were astonished at the courage of the sufferers. Some of the martyrs
had their feet crushed in presses, and were then forced to walk over thorns, nails, sharp shells,
and other pointed objects. Others were whipped until their sinews and veins were exposed.
Then after suffering the most excruciating tortures that could be devised, they were killed in
terrible ways. Yet few turned from Christ or begged their torturers to lessen their pains.When
Germanicus, a young man and true Christian, was delivered to the wild lions on account of his
faith, he behaved with such astonishing courage that several pagans were converted to the faith
that inspired such bravery.Polycarp, who was a student of the Apostle John and the overseer of
the church in Smyrna, heard that soldiers were looking for him and tried to escape but was
discovered by a child. After feeding the guards who captured him, he asked for an hour in prayer,
which they gave him. He prayed with such fervency, that his guards said they were sorry that
they were the ones who captured him. Nevertheless, he was taken before the governor and
condemned to be burned in the market place.After his sentence was given, the governor said to
him, “Reproach Christ and I will release you.”Polycarp answered, “Eighty-six years I have served
him, and he never once wronged me. How then shall I blaspheme my King who has saved
me?”In the market place, he was tied to the stake rather than nailed, as was the usual custom,
because he assured them he would stand immovable in the flames and not fight them. As the
dry sticks placed around him were lit, the flames rose up and circled his body without touching
him. The executioner was then ordered to pierce him with a sword. When he did, a great quantity
of blood gushed out and put out the fire. Although his Christian friends asked to be given his
body as it was so they could bury him, the enemies of the Gospel insisted that it be burned in the
fire, which was done.Felicitatis, a well-known lady of a wealthy Roman family was a devout and
pious Christian. She had seven sons who were also devout Christians. All were
martyred.Januarius, the eldest, was scourged, and pressed to death with weights. Felix and
Philip, the two next, had their brains dashed out with a club. Silvanus, the fourth, was thrown
from a precipice. The three younger sons, Alexander, Vitalis, and Martial, were beheaded with a
sword. Felicitatis was then beheaded with the same sword.Justin, the Greek theologian who
founded a school of Christian philosophy at Rome and wrote the Apology and the Dialogue, was



also martyred during this time of persecution. He was a native of Neapolis in Samaria, and was a
great lover of truth, and a universal scholar. After his conversion to Christianity when he was
thirty years old, he wrote an elegant epistle to the Gentiles, and employed his talents in
convincing the Jews of the truth of the Christian faith.When the pagans began to treat the
Christians with great severity, Justin wrote a defense in their favor that prompted the emperor to
publish a decree in favor of the Christians.Soon after, he entered into frequent debates with
Crescens, a celebrated cynic philosopher. Justin’s arguments overpowered Crescens and so
disturbed him that he resolved to destroy Justin. The second defense that Justin wrote on behalf
of the Christians gave Cresens the opportunity he needed, and he convinced the emperor that
Justin was dangerous to him, whereupon he and six followers were arrested and ordered to
sacrifice to pagan idols. When they refused, they were scourged and then beheaded.Soon after,
the persecutions ceased for a while because of a miraculous deliverance of the emperor’s army
from certain defeat in a battle in the northern providence through the prayers of a legion of his
soldiers who were all Christians. But it began again in France where the tortures almost exceed
the powers of description.Sanctus, a deacon of Vienna, had red hot plates of brass placed upon
the tenderest parts of his body and left there until they burned through to his bones.Blandina, a
Christian lady of a weak constitution who was not thought to be able to resist torture, but whose
fortitude was so great that her tormentors became exhausted with their devilish work, was
afterward taken into an amphitheater with three others, suspended on a piece of wood stuck in
the ground, and exposed as food for wild lions. While awaiting her suffering, she prayed
earnestly for her companions and encouraged them. But none of the lions would touch her, so
she was put back into prison—this happened twice. The last time she was brought out, she was
accompanied by 15-year-old Ponticus. The steadfastness of their faith so enraged the multitude
that neither her sex nor his youth were respected, and they were subjected to the severest
punishments and tortures. Blandina was torn by the lions, scourged, put into a net and tossed
about by a wild bull, and placed naked into a red-hot metal chair. When she could speak, she
exhorted all near her to hold fast to their faith. Ponticus persevered unto death. When Blandina’s
torturers were unable to make her recant her faith, they killed her with a sword.The fifth
persecution, starting with Emperor Lucius Septimus Severus (A.D.193-211)For a short period,
Severus was favorable toward Christians because it was said he had recovered from a severe fit
of sickness after being ministered to by a Christian, but it wasn’t long before the prejudice and
fury of Rome’s citizens prevailed and obsolete laws were revived and used against the
Christians. And, once again, they were blamed and punished for every natural misfortune that
occurred.Regardless of the renewed persecution, the Church and Gospel stood firm and bright
through it, and the Lord increasingly added to His Body throughout the Roman empire.
Tertullian, the Carthaginian theologian who converted to Christianity about A.D.193, said that if
the Christians all left the Roman provinces, the empire would be nearly empty.During this
persecution, Victor, bishop of Rome, was martyred in A.D.201. Leonidus, the father of Origen,
the Greek Christian philosopher known for his interpretations of the Old Testament, was



beheaded. Many of Origen’s hearers also suffered martyrdom: Plutarchus, Serenus, Heron, and
Heraclides were beheaded. A woman named Rhais had boiling tar poured upon her head and
was then burned, as was her mother, Marcella. Her sister Potainiena, met the same fate that she
did, but during her torments, Basilides, an army officer ordered to attend her execution, was
converted to Christ. Later, when he was required to swear an oath on Roman idols, he refused
on the basis that he was a Christian. At first those with him could not believe what they heard,
but when he repeated it, he was dragged before a judge, condemned, and beheaded.Irenaeus,
(AD130-202), Greek church father and bishop of Lyons, was born in Greece, and received both
a secular and a Christian education. It is believed that he wrote the account of the persecutions
at Lyons. He was beheaded in A.D.202.The persecutions now extended into northern Africa,
which was a Roman province. Many were martyred in that area. Here are but a few.Perpetua, a
young married woman who was still nursing a child; Felicitas, who was then pregnant, and
Revocatus of Carthage, a slave who was being taught the principles of Christianity. Other
prisoners who suffered at the same time were Saturninus, Secundulus, and Satur. These latter
three were made to run between two rows of men who severely lashed them as they
passed.After an appearance before the proconsul Minutius in which she was offered freedom if
she sacrificed to the idols, Perpetua had her still-nursing baby taken from her and was thrown
into prison. Describing her faith and life in prison, she told her father, “The dungeon is to me a
palace.” Later she and the other prisoners appeared before Hilarianus, the judge. He, also,
offered to set her free if she would sacrifice. Her father was there with her baby and begged her
to do so. She replied, “I will not sacrifice.”“Are you a Christian?” asked Hilarianus.“I am a
Christian,” Perpetua replied.All of the Christians with her stood fast for Christ, and they were
ordered to be killed by wild beasts for the enjoyment of the crowd on the next pagan holiday. The
men were to be torn by lions and leopards and the women set upon by bulls.On the day of their
execution, Perpetua and Felicitas were first stripped naked and hung in nets, but were removed
and clothed when the crowd objected. Upon returning to the arena, Perpetua was tossed about
by a mad bull and was stunned but not seriously hurt; Felicitas, however, was badly gored.
Perpetua hurried to her side and held her while they waited for the bull to charge them again, but
he refused to do so, and they were dragged from the arena, much to the crowds
disappointment.After a short time, they were brought back to be killed by gladiators. Felicitas
was killed quickly, but the young, inexperienced gladiator assigned to kill Perpetua trembled
violently and could only stab her weakly several times. Seeing how he trembled, Perpetua held
his sword blade and guided it to a vital area in her body.The fate of the men were similar. Satur
and Revocatus were killed by the wild beasts, Saturninus was beheaded, and Secundulus died
of his wounds in prison.The sixth persecution, under Emperor Marcus Clodius Pupienus
Maximus (A.D.164-238)Maximus was a despot who ordered all Christians hunted down and
killed. So many were killed that at times they buried them fifty and sixty together in large
pits.Among those killed were Pontianus, bishop of Rome, who was exiled to Sardinia for
preaching against idolatry and was there killed. His successor, Anteros, was also martyred after



only forty days in office for offending the government by compiling a history of the martyrs. A
Roman senator, Pammachius and his family and forty-two other Christians were beheaded the
same day and their heads displayed on the city gates. A Christian minister, Calepodius, was
dragged through the streets of Rome and then thrown into the Tiber River with a millstone tied
around his neck. A refined and beautiful young virgin named Martina was beheaded, and
Hippolitus, a Christian minister, was tied to wild horses and dragged along the ground until he
died.Maximus died in A.D.238 and was succeeded by Gordian, who was then succeeded by
Philip. During the latter two reigns, the Church was free from persecution for a period of 6-10
years. In A.D.249, however, a violent persecution in Alexandria was instigated by a pagan priest
without the emperor’s knowledge. During that persecution, an elderly Christian, Metrus, was
beaten with clubs, pricked with needles, and stoned to death for refusing to worship idols. A
Christian woman, Quinta, was scourged, then dragged over flint stones by her feet, and stoned
to death. A seventy-year-old woman, Appolonia, who confessed that she was a Christian, was
fastened to a stake to be burned. After the fire was set, she begged to be set free, which the
mob did thinking that she was going to recant Christ. To their amazement, however, she hurled
herself back into the flames and died.The seventh persecution, under Emperor Decius
(A.D.249-251)This persecution was initiated by Decius because of his hatred for his
predecessor Philip, who was believed to be a Christian, and by his anger that Christianity was
rapidly increasing and the pagan gods were being forsaken. He decided, therefore, to eliminate
the Christian religion and all its followers. The heathen citizens of Rome were eager to enforce
Decius’s decree, and considered the killing of Christians to be beneficial to the empire. During
this persecution, the martyrs were too numerous for anyone to record. Here are a few of them.St.
Chrysostom, the patriarch of Constantinople in A.D.398, wrote that Julian, a Cilician, was
arrested for being a Christian, put into a leather bag with several snakes and scorpions, and then
thrown into the sea.A young man, Peter, who was known for the superior qualities of his mind
and body refused to sacrifice to the goddess Venus when told to do so. In his defense, he said,
“I’m amazed that you sacrifice to an infamous woman whose debaucheries your own writings
record, and whose life consisted of such perverted actions as your laws would punish. No, I shall
offer the true God the acceptable sacrifice of praises and prayers.” When the governor of Asia,
Optimus, heard this, he ordered that Peter be stretched upon a wheel until all his bones were
broken and then beheaded.A weak Christian, Nichomachus, was brought before Optimus and
ordered to sacrifice to the pagan idols. Nichomachus replied, “I cannot pay the respect to devils
that is due only to the Almighty.” He was immediately placed on the rack, and after enduring his
torments for only a short time, recanted his faith in Christ. As soon as he was freed from the
rack, he was seized with a great agony and fell to the ground and died.Seeing what seemed to
be a terrible judgment, Denisa, a sixteen-year-old girl who was among the observers, exclaimed,
“O unhappy wretch, why would you buy a moment’s ease at the expense of a miserable
eternity!” When Optimus heard this he called her to himself, and when Denisa confessed that
she was a Christian, he had her beheaded.Andrew and Paul, two Christian companions of



Nichomachus, held fast to Christ and were stoned to death as they called on their blessed
Redeemer.In Alexandria, Alexander and Epimachus were arrested for being Christians. When
they confessed that they were, they were beat with thick sticks, torn with hooks, and then burned
to death. On the same day, four female martyrs were beheaded; their names are unknown.In
Nice, Trypho and Respicius, prominent men and Christians, were arrested and given over to the
torturers. Nails were driven through their feet, they were scourged, dragged through the streets,
torn with iron hooks, scorched with torches, and then beheaded.Quintain, governor of Sicily,
lusted after a Sicilian lady, Agatha, who was as much known for her piety as her remarkable
beauty. When she resisted all of Quintain’s advances, he had her placed in the hands of a
notorious woman, Aphrodica, who ran a brothel. But that she-devil was unable to turn Agatha to
prostitution so that Quintain could satisfy his lust with her. Upon hearing this, Quintain’s lust
turned to rage and he called her before him and questioned her. When she confessed that she
was a Christian, Quintain had her scourged, torn with sharp hooks, and laid naked upon live
coals mixed with broken glass. Agatha bore these tortures with great courage, and was carried
back to prison where she died from her wounds on February 5, 251.Lucius, the governor of
Crete, ordered Cyril, the 84year-old overseer of the church at Gortyna, to be arrested for
refusing to obey the imperial edict to perform sacrifices to the idols. When Cyril appeared before
him, Lucius exhorted him to perform the sacrifices and thereby save himself from a horrible
death. The godly man replied that he had long taught others the way to eternal life in Christ, and
now he must stand firm for the sake of his own soul. He displayed no fear when Lucius
condemned him to be burned at the stake, and suffered the flames joyously and with great
courage.In A.D.251, Emperor Decius erected a pagan temple in Ephesus and commanded all
those in the city to sacrifice to its idols. Seven of his soldiers who were Christians refused to do
so and were placed in prison. They were: Constantinus, Dionysius, Joannes, Malchus,
Martianus, Maximianus, and Seraion. Decius tried to turn them from their faith by a show of
leniency, and gave them until he returned from an expedition to change their minds. During his
absence the seven escaped and hid themselves in a cave in nearby hills. When Decius returned,
however, their hiding place was discovered, and he ordered the cave to be sealed so they would
die from thirst and starvation.It was during this persecution under Decius that sixty-four-year-old
Origen, the renowned Christian philosopher whose father, Leonidus, was martyred during the
fifth persecution, was arrested and thrown into a foul prison in Alexandria. His feet were bound
with chains and put into the *stocks, and his legs were spread as far apart as possible. He was
continually threatened with burning, and tormented with every means that would keep him
barely alive for some time before dying.Fortunately, during this time Decius died, and his
successor Gallus was immediately involved in repelling an invasion by the Goths, a Germanic
peoples from the north. This temporarily stopped the persecution on the Christians, and Origen
obtained his release and went to Tyre, where he stayed until his death five years later in about
A.D.254The eighth persecution, under Emperor Valerian (A.D.253-260)This persecution began
in the fourth month of A.D.257, and lasted for three and a half years. The number of martyrs and



the degree of their tortures were as great as under any previous persecution. We cannot tell all
of their stories, so we have chosen a few that represent the manyRufina and Secunda, the
beautiful and educated daughters of a prominent man in Rome, were engaged to two young
men of some wealth, Armentarius and Verinus. All four were professed Christians. When the
persecutions began, however, and the young men realized they were in danger of losing their
money, they renounced their faith, and tried to persuade the young ladies to do the same. When
they would not, the gentlemen informed against them and they were arrested for being
Christians and taken before the governor of Rome, Junius Donatus, and condemned and
beheaded. The overseer of the church in Rome, Stephen, was also beheaded.About the same
time, in Toulouse, which was part of Roman Gaul, Saturninus, the godly overseer of the church,
refused to sacrifice to idols in their temple when ordered to do so, and was taken to the top of
the temple steps and tied by his feet to the tail of a wild bull. The beast was then driven down the
steps, dragging Saturninus behind him. By the time the bottom step was reached, the pious
man’s head was split open and he was dead.In Rome, Sixtus succeeded Stephen as overseer
of the church, but his time in office was short. In A.D.258, the year after Stephen’s martyrdom,
Marcianus, governor of Rome, obtained an edict from emperor Valerian authorizing him to kill all
the clergy in Rome. Sixtus and six of his deacons were immediately put to death.Also in the
church in Rome was a godly man named Lawrence, who was a minister of the Gospel and in
charge of distributing the church’s goods (see Acts 6:3). Marcianus greedily demanded that
Lawrence tell him where the church’s riches were hid, thinking he could take them for himself.
Lawrence requested three days in which to gather the riches together and present them to the
governor.When the third day came, Marcianus demanded that Lawrence keep his promise.
Whereupon Lawrence stretched out his arms over some poor Christians that he had gathered in
the place with him and said, “These are the precious riches of the Church. They are the treasure
in which faith in Christ reigns, in whom Christ has His dwelling place. What more precious jewel
can the Church have than those in whom Christ promised to dwell?”Upon hearing this,
Marcianus raged in the fury and madness of devils, and screamed out his anger: “Light the fire,
do not spare the wood! This villain has tried to deceive the emperor. Away with him, away with
him! Whip him with scourges, jerk him with hooks, buffet him with fists, brain him with clubs.
Does the traitor joke with the emperor? Pinch him with fiery tongs, wrap him in burning plates,
bring out the strongest chains, and the fire-forks, and the grated bed of iron. Put the bed on the
fire and when it’s red-hot, bind the traitor on it hand and foot and roast him, broil him, toss him,
turn him. Torment him every way you can or you will be tormented yourselves.”No sooner had he
finished ranting than the tortures began. After many cruel torments, this meek slave of Christ
was laid on his fiery bed. But in God’s providence, it was as a bed of soft feathers, and the godly
Lawrence laid there and perished as if taking a nourishing rest.In Africa, the full fury of the
persecutions raged. Thousands were martyred for Christ. Again, we can only tell the stories of a
few of them.In Utica, just northwest of Carthage, the provincial governor ordered three hundred
Christians to be placed around the rim of a burning lime kiln pit. A pan of coals and incense for



worshipping idols were prepared, and the Christians were told that they would either sacrifice to
the god Jupiter or be thrown into the pit. All refused, and then together jumped into the pit to
suffocate and burn in the terrible fumes and flames.Not far from there, three Christian virgins,
Maxima, Donatilla, and Secunda, were condemned for refusing to give up Christ, given gall and
vinegar to drink to perhaps lessen their pains, or in imitation of Jesus (see Matthew 27:34). They
were then horribly scourged and their wounds rubbed with lime. After that they were hung and
tortured on a gallows, scorched on a *gridiron, torn by wild animals, and finally decapitated.In
Spain, Fructuosus, the overseer of the church in Tarragona, and his two deacons, Augurius and
Eulogius, were martyred in the flames.In Palestine, Alexander, Malchus, Priscus, and an
unnamed woman were sentenced to be eaten by lions after publicly stating that they were
Christians. Their sentence was carried out immediately.In A.D.260, Valerian’s son, Gallienus,
succeeded him. During Gallienus’s reign the Church was free from general persecution for
several years.The ninth persecution under Aurelian (Lucius Domitius Aurelianus)
(A.D.270-275)Historians know Aurelian as the Roman Emperor who held the barbarians in
check beyond the Rhine River and regained Britain, Gaul, Spain, Syria, and Egypt for the
empire. Christians know him as just another barbarian and persecutor of the Church of Jesus
Christ.The overseer of the church in Rome, Felix, was the first martyr during Aurelian’s reign.
Felix was beheaded in A.D.274.In Praeneste, a city about thirty miles from Rome, a wealthy
young man named Agapetus sold all that he had and gave the money to the poor. As a result, he
was arrested as a Christian, tortured, and beheaded.Aurelian was assassinated by his own
officials and succeeded by Tacitus. Several other emperors followed: Propus, Carus, and his
sons Carnious and Numerian. During these reigns the Church was at peace.The tenth
persecution, under Diocletian (A.D.284-305)The previous persecutions were only preliminaries
for the persecution under Diocletian—it was the worst of all. His desire to revive the old pagan
religion of Rome led to what was to be not only a massive persecution of Christians, but the last
major persecution in the Roman empire.In the beginning of his reign, Diocletian was favorable
toward the Christians. Several were, however, martyred before any major persecution broke out.
Here are some of them.In Rome, the twins Marcus and Marcellianus had been brought up as
Christians by their tutors, even though their parents were heathens. Their faithfulness to Christ
laid at rest the arguments of those who wanted to make them pagans, and eventually resulted in
the conversion of their entire family. For their faith, their arms were tied over their heads to posts
and their feet nailed to the posts. They remained that way for a day and night and then were
thrust through with lances.Because of the steadfastness of their faith, Zoe, their jailer’s wife, was
also converted to Christ. Not long after, she was martyred by being hung upon a tree with a
straw fire burning under her. After she perished from the flames, a large stone was tied around
her body and it was thrown into a nearby river.Faith, a Christian female, in Aquitaine [or
Aquitania], a region in South France, was laid upon a gridiron and broiled, and then beheaded.In
Rome in A.D.287, Quintin and Lucian were determined to preach the Gospel in parts of Gaul.
For a while they preached together in Amiens in northern France. Then Lucian went to another



city where he was martyred. Quintin went to Picardy, and was fervent in his evangelism. Not long
after going there, however, he was arrested and condemned to die for being a Christian. For his
death agonies, ropes were tied to his arms and legs and he was stretched with pulleys until his
joints dislocated, then he was scourged with a wire whip, had boiling oil and pitch poured on his
naked body, and had fire applied to his sides and armpits. After these tortures, he was put back
into prison where he soon died from his wounds. A heavy stone was tied to his body and it was
thrown into the Somme river.On June 22, 287, a Christian named Alban became the first British
martyr. The city of St. Alban’s in the county of Hertfordshire is named after him. Alban was
originally a pagan, but a Christian minister named Amphibalus convinced him of the truth of
Christ. When Amphibalus was sought by the authorities because of his religion, Alban hid him in
his house. When soldiers came there seeking him, Alban said he was Amphibalus in order to
give him time to escape. The deception was discovered and the governor ordered Alban to be
scourged and then beheaded.The Venerable Bede, the Anglo-Saxon theologian and historian
who wrote the Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation in A.D.731, states that Alban’s
executioner suddenly became a convert to Christianity and begged Alban that he be allowed to
die for him or with him. He was given permission for the latter, and they were both beheaded by
a soldier who volunteered to act as executioner.It was during Diocletian’s reign that Galerius, his
adopted son and successor, agitated by his mother who was a bigoted pagan, convinced the
emperor to eliminate Christianity from the Roman empire.The day scheduled to begin the bloody
work was February 23, 303. It began in Nicomedia, the capital of Diocletian’s Eastern Roman
Empire. Early that morning, the chief of police and a large number of officers and assistants
made their way to the main Christian church and forced open its doors and ransacked the
building and burned all its sacred books.Diocletian and Galerius had accompanied them to
witness the beginning of the end of the Christian religion—not satisfied with the burning of the
books, they had the building leveled to the ground. Following this, Diocletian issued an edict that
all Christian churches and books were to be destroyed, and all Christians were to be arrested as
traitors to the empire.When the edict was posted in a public place, a bold Christian immediately
tore it down and denounced the name of the emperor for his injustice. For his public display of
contempt for the emperor, he was arrested, tortured, and burned to death.Every Christian in
Nicomedia was arrested and put into prison. To ensure the certainty and severity of their
punishment, Galerius secretly ordered the imperial palace set on fire and Christians blamed as
the arsonists. From this a general persecution started throughout the empire and lasted ten
years, during which thousands of Christians were martyred. It mattered not their age or sex,
none were spared. In A.D.286, Diocletian had divided the empire into East and West in an
attempt to rule the territory more effectively, and the persecution was especially fierce in the
East, which was under his rule. In A.D.293, he made Aurelius Valerius Constantius, the father of
Constantine, caesar of the West areas of Gaul and Britain.“Christian” became a hated name
among the pagans, and any who bore that name received no mercy from them. Once again they
were blamed for every disaster and misfortune that befell the pagans. The worst lies and most



unreasonable stories could be told about them and they were believed. The forms of torture that
were devised exhausted imagination.Many Christian houses were set on fire, with entire families
perishing in the flames. Heavy stones were hung about the necks of many and they were tied
together and driven into the Sea of Marmara. Racks, scourges, fire, swords, daggers, crosses,
poison, and starvation, were all used individually and collectively. In the region of Phrygia, a city
in which all the citizens were Christians was burned and all the inhabitants forced into the flames
to perish.Finally weary with the slaughter, the governors of several provinces appealed to the
emperor on the basis that such conduct on the part of Romans was improper. Thus many
Christians were saved from death, but were mutilated in such ways as to make their lives
miserable. Many had their ears cut off, their noses slit, one or both eyes put out, bones torn out
of their sockets, and their flesh burned in conspicuous places so they were ever marked as
Christians.As with all general persecutions, only a few stories can be told, but they represent the
thousands who were tortured unmercifully and died horrible deaths.Sebastian was an officer in
the emperor’s guard at Rome. During the persecution, when he refused to recant his faith in
Christ and worship idols, Diocletian ordered him shot through with arrows, which was done until
he was supposedly dead. When some Christians came to take his body and bury it, however,
they saw signs of life in him and immediately took him to a secure place where he recovered
from his wounds. His respite from death was nevertheless short, for soon as he was able he
accosted Diocletian in the streets and rebuked him for his cruel and prejudice treatment of
Christians. Though surprised at seeing Sebastian alive, the emperor immediately ordered him
arrested and taken to a place of execution and beaten to death. To prevent the Christians from
finding his body this time, he ordered it thrown into Rome’s sewers. But Lucinda, a pious woman,
found a way to remove it from the sewers and had it buried in the catacombs among the bodies
of other martyrs.Vitus was taught the principles of Christianity by a nurse who raised him. When
his pagan father, Hylas, discovered this, he tried to convert him to paganism but failed. To
appease his gods for his son’s insults to their deity, he sacrificed Vitus to them on June 14,
303.The good Christian Victor spent much time visiting the sick and weak, and gave
considerable money to the poor. Being so well known as a charitable Christian, he soon came to
the attention of the emperor and was arrested and ordered to be bound and dragged through
the streets, all the while being beaten and stoned by pagans along the way. His steadfastness
was condemned as stubbornness and he was ordered to be stretched on the rack and tortured
while it was being done. Victor endured the ordeal with great courage, and when his tormentors
grew tired of their work, they put him into a cell. There, he preached Christ to his jailers and three
of them, Alexander, Longinus, and Felicia n received Christ.When news of this reached the
emperor, he ordered the three jailers to the executioner’s block where they were beheaded.
Victor was remanded to the rack and beaten with clubs and then returned to prison.The third
time he was examined, a pagan altar with an idol on it was brought in and he was given incense
and ordered to offer it to the idol. Incensed at this, Victor drove his foot against the altar and
overturned it. This so enraged the emperor, who was there, that he ordered Victor’s foot to be cut



off. He was then thrown into a grain mill and crushed beneath the millstones.Once when
Maximus, the provincial governor of Cilicia, was in Tarsus, three Christians, Tarchus, Probus and
Andronicus were brought before him and repeatedly tortured and exhorted to recant their faith in
Christ. When they would not, they were sent to the amphitheater for execution. There several
hungry animals were released to attack the Christians, but none of them would do so. The
animal keeper then brought out a ferocious lioness and a large bear that had killed three men
that same day, but both refused to attack the men. Being frustrated in his attempts to torture
them to death with the teeth and claws of wild beasts, Maximus had them killed with a
sword.Romanus was deacon of the church in caesarea. There arrested, he was taken to antioch
where he was condemned for his faith, scourged, racked, torn with hooks, cut with knives in his
body and face, his teeth beaten out, his hair plucked from his head, and then strangled to
death.Pious Susanna, who was the niece of Caius, the overseer of the church in Rome, was
ordered by Diocletian to marry a noble pagan relative of his. When she refused, he had her
beheaded.Peter, a eunuch and slave to the emperor, became a Christian of great modesty and
humility. When the emperor heard of this, he had him tied to a gridiron and broiled over a low fire
until he died. It took several hours.Eulalia was a remarkably sweet young lady of a Spanish
Christian family. When she was arrested for being a Christian, the civil officer tried to convert her
to paganism, but she so ridiculed the pagan gods that he was enraged and ordered her to be
tortured with the greatest severity. During her torture, hooks were inserted into her sides and
then pulled through the flesh, and her breasts were burned until they were charred. Her pain was
so great from this that she died. This was in December 303.In A.D.304, the governor of
Tarragona in Spain, ordered Valerius the overseer, and his deacon, Vincent, arrested, weighted
with chains, and imprisoned. Both held fast in their faith, but for unknown reasons the overseer
was only banished from Tarragona while his deacon suffered horrible tortures. He was tied upon
a rack and stretched until his joints dislocated, hooks were inserted into loose parts of his flesh
and then pulled through, then he was tied to a gridiron that had spikes on the top that pressed
into his flesh while a fire burned beneath it. When none of these tortures either killed him or
changed his steadfastness, he was put into a filthy prison cell that had bits of sharp flint and
broken glass covering its floor. In that torment he died on January 22, 304.The persecution of
Christians reached the peak of its magnitude and cruelty in A.D.304, the year before Diocletian
resigned as Roman Emperor. It was almost as if the pagans sensed that a change was coming
and were determined to afflict the Christians as horrendously as they could before the time of
persecution was over. Again, we can tell the stories of only a few who were martyred that year.In
Africa, a Christian minister named Saturninus was tortured, put into prison, and starved to death.
His four children suffered the same fate.At Thessalonica, in what was then the Roman province
of Masedon, the sisters Agrape, Chionia, and Irene, were arrested and burned to death on
March 25, 304. Irene was given special treatment by the governor who was attracted to her
beauty. When she rebuked his advances, he ordered her to be driven naked through the streets
of the city, and in that condition be hung from the city wall and burned.Four brothers, Victorius,



Carpophorus, Severus, and Severianus, were employed in high offices by the city of Rome. But
when it was heard that they were Christians and spoke against the worship of idols, they were
arrested and scourged with whips like the cat-o’-nine-tails that had lead balls fastened to the
ends. The scourgings were so severe that all four brothers died at the whipping posts.Timothy, a
deacon in a church in the Roman province of Mauritania, and Maura had been married only a
few weeks when the persecution struck them and they were arrested for being Christians. Soon
after their arrest, they were taken before the provincial governor, Arrianus, who was aware that
Timothy was in charge of maintaining the Holy Scriptures in his church, and so ordered Timothy
to turn the Scriptures over to him to be burned. To which order Timothy replied, “If I had children,
I would sooner turn them over to you to be sacrificed than I would the Word of God.”Incensed at
this answer, Arrianus ordered Timothy’s eyes to be burned out with a red-hot iron, saying, “The
books will at least be useless to you, for you will have no eyes with which to read them.”Timothy’s
courage through the horrible pain so infuriated Arrianus that he commanded him to be hung by
his feet with a weight tied around his neck and a gag in his mouth, thinking that thereby he could
overcome his steadfastness.Timothy’s wife, Maura, who had been forced to watch all this,
begged him to recant for her sake that she not have to face such tortures. But when the gag was
taken out of his mouth so he could reply to her entreaties, instead of agreeing with her, he
charged her with mistaken love and declared his determination to die for his faith in Christ. The
result was that Maura resolved to follow her husband’s courage and to either accompany or
follow him to glory. Failing to break her new resolution, Arrienus ordered her to be given the
severest tortures. When their torments were finished, Timothy and Maura were crucified next to
each other.Sabinus, bishop of Assisium in the province of Tuscany, refused to sacrifice to
Jupiter, the supreme god of Rome, and shoved the idol away from him. Whereupon, the
governor had his offending hand cut off. While in prison, however, Sabinus converted the
governor and his family to Christianity. Upon their confession of their newfound faith in the true
God, they were all executed. Soon after, Sabinus was scourged until he died. This was in
December 304.In Phoenicia, where he was born, Pamphilus was noted for being so intelligent
and well educated that he was called a second Origen. He became a member of the clergy in
Caesarea, the capital of Roman Judea, established a public library, and devoted himself to
every manner of Christian charity and work. As part of his work, he copied by his own hand the
greatest part of Origen’s writings, and assisted by another minister, Eusebius, produced a
correct copy of the Old Testament, which had suffered greatly because of the ignorance or
negligence of former transcribers. For doing such work, he was arrested, tortured, and put to
death.In A.D.305, Diocletian resigned as supreme emperor of Rome and turned the empire over
to Aurelius Valerius Constantius, whom he had made caesar of the West in A.D.293, and Gaius
Galerius Valerius Maximianus, who was his son-in-law and who had reigned as co-emperor with
him in the East. Constantius was a mild mannered man of good temper and character. Under his
rule, the Christians in the West had the first respite from persecution that they had had in many
years. In the East, however, the cruel persecutions continued under the rule of Galerius, for it



had been he who had incited Diocletian to the great persecution that was going to wipe the
Christian Church from the face of the earth. It failed to do so, however, as have all persecutions,
for Christ will have His Church upon the earth until He returns.The failure of the pagan’s to
destroy Christ’s Church was the beginning of the end of persecution in the Roman Empire, for
God had a champion whom He would soon place as emperor over all of Rome.3CONSTANTINE
THE GREAT (EMPEROR OF ROME: A.D.306-337)In A.D.293 when the emperor Diocletian
made Constantius Caesar of Gaul and Britain, Constantius’s son, Constantine, was kept at the
court of Galerius, the Eastern emperor, as a hostage. In A.D.305, he escaped and joined his
father in the West.When Diocletian resigned as emperor of Rome that same year, Galerius, who
succeeded him, chose Maximian and Severus as Caesars under him. Constantius chose his
son, Constantine, as Caesar under him. Although Italy and Africa were part of the empire in the
West, Constantius refused to rule there because of the difficulty of governing them. He chose to
rule only in France, Spain, and Britain. So Italy and Africa came under the rule of Maximian in the
East. Although persecutions continued in the East for some time, they virtually stopped in the
West under the rule of Constantius and Constantine, both of them being eager to maintain good
relations with their citizens and support and treat all equally.Constantius was a civil, caring,
meek, gentle, and liberal man who desired to do good to all who were under his authority. Cyrus
“the Younger”(424?-401B.C.) once said that he got treasure for himself when he made friends
rich, and Constantius often said that it was better that his subjects had the public wealth rather
than have it hoarded in his own treasure house. He was by nature a man content with a simple
life, and ate and drank from earthenware vessels rather than those elaborate in style. As a result
of his splendid virtues, there was great peace and tranquillity in the provinces he governed.In
addition to his virtues, it is said that he had love and affection for the Word of God, and guided
his life and rule by its principles. Because of this, he did not engage in wars that were contrary to
piety and Christian doctrine, and he refused to assist other leaders who were engaged in unjust
wars, he stopped the destruction of churches, and commanded that Christians be preserved,
defended, and kept safe from all injuries caused by persecution. In the other regions of the
empire, however, the persecution continued unabated—only Constantius permitted Christians to
practice their faith unharmed.On one occasion Constantius decided to test which members of
his court were good and sincere Christians. He called together all his officers and servants and
told them that only those who were willing to make sacrifices to devils would stay with him and
keep their offices, and that those who refused to do so would be thrust out and banished from
his court. Upon hearing this, the attendants of his court divided themselves into groups, from
which the emperor separated those he knew to be strong in faith and godly.The emperor sharply
rebuked those who would sacrifice; he called them traitors to God and unworthy to be members
of his court and commanded that they be banished. He commended those who refused to
sacrifice to devils and confessed God, declaring that they alone were worthy to be in his
presence. He commanded that they be placed as his trusted counselors and defenders of his
person and kingdom. He said that not only were they worthy to be in office, but he regarded



them as his true friends, esteeming them more than the wealth in his treasury.Constantius died
in A.D.306 and the army hailed Constantine as Caesar. Many Christians believed Constantine
was a second Moses whom God had sent to deliver His people out of captivity into joyful
liberty.Flavius Valerius Constantinus (Constantine), was born about A.D.280 in the city of
Naissus in the Roman province of Moesia, an ancient region of southeast Europe that later was
Serbia. His father, Constantius, was a member of an important Roman family. His mother,
Helena, was the daughter of an innkeeper.Before A.D.312, Constantine appears to have been a
tolerant pagan who was willing to accumulate heavenly protectors to help him but was not
committed to any one god. During the period of A.D.312 to 324, however, he began to adopt the
true God and several times granted favors to individual churches and overseers [bishops]. After
his defeat of his political rival, Emperor Licinius, at Chrysopolis on September 18, 324,
Constantine openly confessed Christianity.Though a benevolent ruler like his father before him,
Constantine ruled with absolute power, oppressive and tyrannical. And though he admitted
bishops to his council, and his laws concerning the treatment of slaves and prisoners show the
influence of Christian teachings, he had his oldest son, Crispus, and his second wife, Fausta,
put to death. Like many during his time, Constantine’s life and conduct were a mixture of
Christianity and paganism.Three important events marked Constantine’s reign. He was the first
Christian emperor of Rome, he made Christianity a lawful religion, and he founded the city of
Constantinople. Constantinople became the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire and a symbol
of Christian triumph. Constantine died on May 22, 327. Prior to his death, he divided the Roman
empire among his three remaining sons.When Constantine first became emperor of the West,
he faced many problems with other claimants of the throne. Maximian had resigned as emperor,
and his son, Maxentius, was elected emperor of Rome by the army. Since Italy was part of the
West empire, he also considered himself to be superior emperor of the entire Roman empire. His
military rule in Rome continued during the rule of Constantine. The Roman senate greatly feared
Maxentius, and they hesitated to resist him. Upon their urging, his father, Maximian, who was
once emperor, began to plot a means by which he might take control of the region away from his
son. He attempted to get Diocletian to join him in his effort to overthrow Maxentius, but
Diocletian refused to help. The soldiers that had elected Maxentius emperor learned about his
father’s plans to depose him, and made it clear to Maximian that they would not tolerate such a
move.When he could not move against Maxentius, Maximian turned his attentions toward
France where Constantine ruled. He went to Constantine under the pretense of complaining to
the emperor about his son, but his actual intent was to kill Constantine and take over the West
empire. Constantine, however, had married Maximian’s daughter, Fausta, and when she
discovered her father’s plot, she carried the news to Constantine. Maximian was arrested as he
tried to flee France and executed.All the while, Maxentius reigned at Rome with intolerable
wickedness. He was so that many considered him to be another Pharaoh or Nero because he
put most of the nobility to death and took their goods. Often he would fly into violent rages and
command his soldiers to kill large numbers of Roman citizens. He left no lustful or monstrous act



untried. He was also addicted to the magical arts. Often he called upon devils for help in his
wickedness, and sought wisdom from them by which he might repel the wars that he believed
Constantine was preparing against him.Maxentius also pretended to be favorable toward
Christians. Hoping to make the people of Rome his friends, he commanded them to no longer
persecute the Christians, and he himself stopped his arrogant accusations against them. But
this lasted only a short time and he once again became their open persecutor.Weary of the
bloodshed and Maxentius’s tyrannical rule, the citizens of Rome complained to Constantine.
They implored him to intervene and to release their city and country from Maxentius.
Constantine listened to their appeals and sympathized with them over their plight. He wrote to
Maxentius and appealed to him to stop his corrupt actions and cruelty. But when his letters did
no good, he gathered his armies in Britain and France and prepared to march on Rome in
A.D.313.
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Kathryn, “An Essential. I love this book. This updated version is so easy to read, which helps me
focus on the intense content. It is a challenging read, but well worth it. It is an encouragement
and inspiration to Christians. It shows that we come from a long line of saints that were brutally
persecuted for their faith. We need to remember that Christ did not offer us a life without
suffering, but the promise of an afterlife with no suffering in Him. I am so thankful for this book.”

dezondra, “Powerful.. I've just started reading this book and I know that it's going to change my
life. I am so thankful the accounts of precious lives of my brothers and sisters in Christ being
recorded and in one book.I appreciate the accuracy of the retelling of their stories. I also
appreciate the amount of work the editor put into this book to make it easier to read (language-
wise) and for updating it so it includes modern-day accounts of incredible believers.Incredibly
encouraging, heartbreaking, and sobering. Every Christian really needs to read this.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Great book!. Showing us what true, faithful, sold out Christians did by
dying for Jesus name sake. It is sobering to think these people loved Him so much they were
willing to die for Him like He did for us. Praise the Lord! It is convicting because I wonder what if
we come to this, will I be ready?!”

DM, “Great book for both religious and atheists. Bottom line up front, great book for believers in
Christianity and those of other/no religious denominations. I purchased this book after being
recommended by my pastor. As a history buff, I found the book to be very interesting in the
portrayal of the early Catholic Church and how it negatively treated both Christians and those
who opposed religious sanctions imposed by Catholic leaders. Although the original author
wrote the book hundreds of years ago, it has been updated to include recent events of atrocities
placed on Christians by various religious and non-religious groups throughout the years.
Interesting and thought provoking read.”

LP, “BEAUTY EVEN WITH THEIR BLOOD! I LOVE THIS BOOK!. Besides the Bible, this is one
of the classics of the Christian Faith. If you love Christ and His people, you'll find yourself praying
for the Martyrs.They are still out there, and we will be. The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the
Faith. God bless our persecuted brethren!”

Adam, “Straight to the point review.. If you feel like you just can't handle the stress and struggles
of every day life, get this book, read a few chapters, and reassess you life in comparison to the
martyrs listed in this book.This is an excellent book to help both the beginner and most devout
Christians.”

G. Hobbs, “Coming apart.... As much as I was looking forward to reading this book, pages of the



book keep coming apart from the spine. Maybe I can put a tiny bit of glue...but this is very
disappointing. I've almost finished this book and I'm amazed at the faith of so many Christians.
Looking at the past with 21st century freedom eyes, makes me so appreciative of these martyrs,
and my growing faith in my Savior Jesus Christ. Bless all those who have given their testimony
and their lives!!”

Eagle, “This book was very informative, If all that was .... This book was very informative, If all
that was said is the truth it shows how much we have forgotten, and once you forget the past you
would live to repeat it.. This book therefore taught me that we are heading back to where we
came from where people will die for their belief at the hand of dictators and those who hold
money and power..”

Tom, “100% worth reading for the church family.. I've been really blessed to read through these
writings of the church history and the persecutions, I feel like it has really strengthened my faith
more and I value this book very much. It shows that those believers who were martyred certainly
didn't die in vain, the real church became stronger because of such sacrifices that the early
church made for us to even have the scriptures to be read today.”

Gedi, “excellent book, very good book for every christian to .... excellent book , very good book
for every christian to read and learn”

Andieoccie, “Five Stars. Inspiring book.”

Alyson, “A must for Christians. This book is an excellent read. It is an eye opener and should
make you realise that people suffered and still do for the Word of God and the name of Jesus.”

Jemm558, “Five Stars. Classic”

The book by John Foxe has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 964 people have provided feedback.
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